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Paint
Stripping

Continuing his series in which he
sports on developments for

greener living and explains how

technological innovations

apply to domestic

buildings,

PAUL BROWN

recommends

solvent-free

paint

—]

The late Princess Margaret, talking about the
implications of being a member of the royal
family, was quoted as saying, 'One gets so sick
of the smell of fresh paint.’

Most of us do not have to endure the smell of
drying paint quite as often as do royalty, but it
is familiar to us all. Sometimes the smell is a
useful warning to avoid spoiling clothes through
inadvertent contact with wet paint, but the sub-
stances which smell so unpleasant can also be
harmful. They are evaporating solvents called
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and fre-
quent exposure to some types has been linked
to certain cancers. Even those VOCs believed
to be harmless to otherwise healthy people
can cause distress to asthmatics or others with
breathing difficulties, and are an important
contributor to air pollution.

As a result, paint manufacturers are being
forced to change their paint formulas - earlier
this year, legislation began restricting the permit-
tedquantity of VOCsinpaint. The regulations are
being tightened gradually - had Princess Marga-
ret, who died in 2002, lived another 10 years, she
would have had trouble detecting the smell of
new paint, By 2012, virtually all VOCs will have
been eliminated from the formulas of the 300
million litres of paint sold in the UK each year.

While the new regulations have been a head-
ache for large-scale paint manufacturers, who
hawve had to maintain a large output while being
obliged to reformulate their best-selling prod-
ucts to meet new standards, they have been a
business opportunity for makers of greener
products, who were already well within the reg-
ulations and have increased volumes to meet
sales demand.

Two such suppliers, both exhibitors at The
Daily Telegraph/House & Garden Fair in June,
sell nontoxic, high-quality, water-based paints
that were created to meet a growing demand
for environmentally friendly products. These
paints are excellent alternatives to solvent-
based versions, and are suitable for internal and
external use.

One of the specialists is Francesca Wezel (tel:
020-72287694, website: www.francescaspaint.
comj, managing director of her own paint com-
pany, Francesca's Paints. She has a remarkable
range of 138 colours and offers to mix new ones
to order. Her external paints are solvent-free
limewash, used for centuries across southern
Europe and beyond for the outside of houses.
She has travelled as far as Chichén Itza in
Mexico to study the best formulas. It was here
that she saw red limewash still standing up to
the weather: according to the archaeologists, it
was painted on the walls 3,000 years ago.
Francesca says Princess Margaret was not the
only royal averse to the smell of paint: Prince
Charles has used her odour-less products at his
house onthe Balmoral Estate in Scotland., Lime-
wash costs £14.50 a litre.

Another, larger-scale paint manufacturer to
have cracked this problem and claim its paints
are more durable than solvent-based paints
is Marston & Langinger (tel: 020-7881 5783,
website: www.marston-and-langinger.com). lts
solvent-free, water-based external paints are
made of acrylic resins and are flexible, allowing
natural movement of surfaces without crack-
ing. The company claims that after 10 years,
repainting only requires a single coat.
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