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perfect pairs

INTERIOR DESIGNERS AND LEADING COLOURISTS SHARE THEIR INSIGHTS ON
HOW TO FIND THE PERFECT COLOUR COMBINATIONS FOR DIFFERENT EFFECTS

Interior designer
Lucy Barlow
mixed bottle
green with a
candy pink for

a joyful look

saturation point a relative approach

Our signature colour combination is pink and green, we I was taught using the Josef Albers method (romhis famous
love the vibraney and boldness that it brings. You can doit in achic, tome Inferaction of Color (originally published in 196:3): it introduced
mutedway as they might have donein the G 0T YO Can his principles of colour relativity, intensity and temperature. The
turn upthe saturation and suddenly it looks voung and fun and theoryisalso thatshades will react differently against othersand
almost tropical, I think this works particularlywellina bath room everyvone seescolourdifferently, whichis alwaysuseful to bear in

where voucan be braver with colourand inject bright pure glossiness — mindin interiors whenvouare laveringdifferent shades and tones.
with tiles. Ifvousurround vourselfwith colours that make vou feel Wework to the clients” preferences (usually they are cithera beige

happy vour home will be voursanetuary. This bathroom (above) in oragrey person) and then bringin complementary colours (or
v Breyy )

Notting Hillis oncofmy favourites: itis bright, joyful and uplifting, slightly-offcomplementary colours) of the famous colourwheel.

inora Cunietti, Carden Cunietti

Luey Barlow, interior designer, Barlow & Barlow El



decoraling

.

in harmony

There are no hard and fast rules about what colours
sittogether butwecan learnah
wherecolou

amonnt feomnature

miturally. Coloursnever

need tomateh; they just need tos pily tosgiether. Look at

how colours react witheach other as some colours will recede

whileothers demand yourattention, When usingdifferent

coloursinadjoining rooms, they should both have the same

tonal weight, Forexample, rich India Yellow inonc reomsits
harmoniously alongside leaden Down Pipein the next
because neither feels more important than the other.
Jisa Studboln loureurator, Farrow & Ball

maximum effect

| wanted to push boundaries when it came to the

colour combinations used at [the Parisian hotel] Les Deux

Ciar

stay in bland boes, However, [don'tbelievein throwinga
inbowaoldifferent colow

ways wanl Lo

nd challenge the idea that gues

rodsm: there needs to be

balanceand control. So, we hiveanolive-green bedroom

withorange woodwork, anda violet one with emerald
woodwork, The ceilings, however, are painted acaramel tan
colour, and the carpets featurea geometric black and beige

pattern. The tension between the black and the warr

neutralsand the punchy tones is what ma

il T hope, elegantinstead ofoverly sugary.
Luke Edward Hall, designer and artist

changing the
wheel

‘When working up aninterior scheme, the most

reliable way t vine colours in h isto
use the colour wheel. It e-honouned ric
historic Hobert
fashion - think of Gue
Tul rule forcolour

ing.sowithcolourmaking,

beareal benefit, but the
importantwork is toscason the dish and for this Trely oncarth

‘ ‘ Colours never need Lo

maltch; they just need Lo sil

happily together ’,

N0 livingetc.com

Farrow & Balls India
Yedlow sits happily
against Down Fipe
as they have the
same tonal waight

To balance these
strong colours,
Luke Edward Hall
introduced subthe
hints of black






