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Right A 19th-century French

day bed in the garden room The

antigue Chinese lantern is home 1o
carpenter bees who return each
vear to nest, Below Antique kantha
quilts sit on top of a workbench in
Watts's atelier, beneath an exposec
section of 18th-century stonework

Bottom The throw and cushions if

chair in red anc

hite ticking. The

A0 naint
1930s paint

Miv Watts, interior designer and
mother of the actress Naomi, has
made a home in southern France
that is a curiosity box of family
heirlooms and cool flea-market finds
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or the interior designer
— also mother of the }
actress Naomi and the
based photographer B
for the past 11 y L Eihome
" Years has be
a four-bedroom, three-bath ¥l
house: spread over three floors, in an _:jﬂom
Jillage at the foot of the Cévennes mounl{ Y-Hm
in southern Frarfce, Her house is ﬁlledams.
. "melange of pieces collected on Wl-l:h
ravels, from French flea markets 1o Ind o
bazaars, family heirlooms and upeycled ﬁn]gn
2 ) ; 5.
She i like a magpie, ‘conrinuaiiy makin
my nest’, she says, “drawn to pieces re:s.r.ma{Ej
ing with texture and soul”. The walls are
washed with the soft limed hues of Francesca’s
paints, contrasting with exposed stone and
rerracotta floors.

Warts has created a space filled with light
thanks in part to the lofty ceilings of this
18th-century former silk factory. Her style,
howevet, is very much “anti-design”, much like
the spirit of the people and places she writes
about in The Maverick Soul, her coffee-table
book about the homes of creatives and bohemi-
ans across the world. “It’s so important that our
homes reflect an essence of our story,” she says.

Best of all, it’s the perfect European escape
for her three grandchildren, Sasha, Kai and
Ruby. “I love being in France,” Watts says. “It
stands for old values — we still gather around a
table once a day, the markets are fabulous.
sometimes I feel like I grew out of its soil.”
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The Maverick Soul by Miv Watts (Hardie Grant

Style Interiors

Above The kantha quilts
Watts collects. Left An
old painted wrought-iren
bed in the bedroom where
Watts's grandaauahter
Ruby, sleeps when she
comes 1o stay



