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‘We need action
not words for
building safety’

Meghann
Murdock

DEPUTY EDITOR

Yesterday marked the fifth anniversary of
the Grenfell Tower fire and, depressingly,
safety concerns for UK homes are on
again in the spotlight. The prime minister |
tweeted that his thoughts were with the
survivors and the community yesterday
morning. but [ suspect anvone caught upin
the ongoing cladding crisis would choose
action over thoughts if given the choice. |

On June 29 the new Building Safety Act |
comes into force, putting the onus on |
developers 1o pay for costs associared with |
remucving historic fire safety issues in |
sntial towers rather than on individual - |
leascholclers. Bue, like last week's
government extension of the Right w Buy
scheme, many ideas contained in the Act
are merely a framework for action — in this
case for improving building safety — nota
comprehensive guide 1o how changes will
work in reality. Or when,

Most provisions will take from 12 1o 18
months 1o come ntoei!eu\_th:l
hoemeowners have been in limbo 10rw1r5
among them Zoe Bartley (p26). who is
none the wiser about when remedial work
will starr, two years after lammable cladding
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Finishing touches: Eleanor Cording-Booth finds
fun pieces to rmake your home stand out
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This joyous limited-edition art peint
will aci istant sumimer to & room 3t
any time of year.
# Sluio Flowers with Oranges
prinf, £200 uniramed, from Camilla
Perkins at Parinership Edifions.
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