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PERIOD TERRACE 11111 

OLD AND NEW' 
UP.CYCLED STYLE 

'Our Ercol sofa and brass 
coffee table came from eBay 
and I've added my favourite 

artwork - my mum 
me the lady wearing the 

fez, so that Is special to me' 

r 

Temi Johnson has 
decorated her 
beautiful home with 
unique finds and a 
vibrant colour 
palette that lifts the 
spirits all year round 

D 
esigning my home was a 
life-changing move for me,' 
says Temi. 'It cemented my 
decision to pursue a career 
in interior design full time 

and led to me appearing on TV's Interior 
Design Masters this year. 

'It was love at f irst sight when we 
spotted this house and we were thrilled it 
came in within our budget. At the time, 
I was living w ith my husband on a narrow 
boat whi le we saved for our mortgage, 
which is funny as when I f irst met Benoit 
I remember being distinctly unimpressed 
by the fact he lived on a boat and saying 
I wouldn't be joining him. Fast forward a 
few years and I'd not only moved onto 
the boat. but also found that I really 
enjoyed living on the water. It was that 
time that actually led to us buying 
our house in this village, as we used to 
take the boat into the Hertfordshire 
countryside in the summer and always 
said that when we bought a house, it 
would be here. In fact. in a funny turn of 
events. we somehow ended up living 
right next door to the boat yard we used 
to take the boat to for repairs! 

Instant attraction 
This house has good links to London. yet 
you feel like you're in the middle of the 
countryside with the nature reserve, 
canals and the r iver all on your doorstep. 
It wasn't only the location though - I 
knew I wanted a house with two double 
bedrooms, which this place has, plus we'll 
probably consider a loft convers ion at 
some point and the second bedroom is 
large enough that it can potentially lose 
some space to a staircase if needed. 

Challenges ahead 
It wasn't going to be easy sail ing, 
however, as the house needed a lot » 
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3o/thebestVIBRANT COLOURS 
Paint boring walls with a mood-lifting pop of colour 

GOLDEN TOUCH 
Gamboge pure flat 

emulsion, £56.50 for 2.51tr, 
Paint & Paper Library 
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SKY BRIGHT 
Passionate Lilac matt 

paint, £21 for lltr, 
YesColours 

FIERY HUE 
Bamboozle modern 

emulsion, £59 for 2.51tr, 
Farrow & Ball 

'When we moveq_ in the ------- ,__.-
shutte"fs were alr.~dy in ~.-r -

place. I bought the~Ercol~ 
chairs fro{" eBay. Tli~y're 

, my best \ gain buy' 



-

PERIOD TERRACE Love it 
.... ············ ····· 

» of work doing to it. Every room 
needed modernising and redecorating 
- the bathroom even had the old soil p ipe 
visible, which oddly we d idn't notice when 
we viewed the house. That said, the 
original parquet flooring was still intact 
and the previous owners had installed a 
small kitchen extension. so at least we 
had enough space for a nice kitchen area. 

We completely ripped out the 
downstairs kitchen and old shower room, 
turn ing the space into a kitchen and 
laundry room instead. w ith a downstairs 
loo. This was supposed to take around six 
weeks, but due to building issues the 
whole thing took nearly three months 
- that's a long time to be washing up in 
the bath tub! I knew I wanted a decent­
size kitchen as I love to entertain and for 
me. food is life. Up until recently when we 
redecorated our bedroom. I would have 
said the kitchen was my favourite room as 
it's the heart of the house and where we 
spend most of our time when we have 
friends or family over. It's such a nice 
space to entertain in while I'm cooking. 
Our dining table was left by the previous 
owners. and they'd made it from an old 
boat, which felt really f itting seeing as we 
lived on one before moving in here. 
I don·t think I'd fully realised the state » 



» that the place was in. as pieces of 
furniture had been covering some holes 
in the walls when we'd viewed it. Safe to 
say, it was a b it more than the cosmetic 
makeover I had been hoping for! 
Despite that, we got stuck in, r ipping 
up all the carpets. sanding the 
floorboards and painting each room. 

Adding colour 
Because these houses are tiny, our aim 
was to use colour and furniture to make 
the space feel bigger and more inviting, 
and I think we've achieved this. especially 
in the living room. I chose paint for all the 
walls as I have an irrational d islike of » 

'I wanted a traditional 
country-style kitchen, 
so I chose a butler's sink, 
while the taps and cabinetry 
handles are all in brass' 
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'Use lighfo1g iri the 
same firiish to keep 

~our st~le corisisforit' 

PERIOD TERRACE • 

DREAM KITCHEN 
'The cream Esse cooker 

was kept from the existing 
kitchen. The units are 

from Olive & Barr. I knew I 
wanted a green kitchen -

a shade that could feel 
traditional but also fun' 
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PERIOD TERRACE 

» wallpaper! The bright orange paint in 
here is an eco-friendly limewash from 
Francesca's Paints. She hand-mixes all 
her paints in her studio in Clapham. and 
I went to visit her to choose the colour. 

Upstairs changes 
The bathroom was a bit of a hidden 
surprise for us as not only had we not 
noticed the hole in t he bottom wall or t he 
exposed soil pipe when we first looked 
around the house. but the room had also 
been modified for d isability. Strangely, 
someone had put a p lastic sheet across 
the wal l above the bathtub and dri lled 
a hand rail onto it, so there weren't any 
tiles or anything of that nature. 

We didn't change the layout. but 
I bought a bath and sink secondhand 
on eBay, and then swapped out al l the 
plumbing so it was all fresh. I'd definitely 
change a couple of the details in here. 
mainly to do with the quality of one or 
two of the fittings. but I can always 
upgrade them later down the line. 

Unique style 
Putting our stamp on the place was the 
best bit. and I think the majority of the 
items in our house are secondhand. I » 
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Do it ... SHOP SECONDHAND 
* If you're shopping for a piece 
of furniture or larger item, make 
sure you've taken accurate 
measurements beforehand. 
You'll need to measure not only 
the space it's going to fit in, but 
also any doors or entrances that 
it will need to pass through. Take 
a tape measure with you while 
shopping, so you can ensure 
your chosen piece will fit. * Once you've found your 
preloved item, check it 
thoroughly. Often, vintage 
pieces won't be immaculate and 

/ 

that's all part of the charm, but 
you don't want to get home to 
find that drawers or doors don't 
open, or that it has woodworm. 
Jt When it comes to car-boot 
sales, be prepared to haggle. If I 
you're picking up a few p ieces, 
why not ask the seller for a deal 
as you're buying more than one? 
* Think about how you can 
transform pieces - maybe it's I 
not in the right colour for your 
scheme, or you don't like the 
handles, but these are all factors j 
you could easily change. 

· ~"): .. ~· :' : 
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•: . t • • ,. ..... .. . ::.'! .•. 

++++ 
,, 



IQlfiS4ijl§1§1 
'The tepee was a gift from 
Phoenix's godmum - he uses 
it as a little snug area or as 
a spot for hide and seek' 

• • 
;.-, 'Mi?ke ti~!j_-!Ap ti~ ~i"' 

b!j storl11g to~s er_ 
clothes_ ivi a c1Ate· baskef'~ 

. '"' /", ·#.· 
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Do it! USE BOLD 
COLOURS * You don't have to have large 
rooms to use bold colours. Instead, 
ramp up the cosy feel with rich, 
dark colours or go for all-out 
drama with fun, vibrant shades. 
* Paint walls and woodwork the 
same colour to help maximise 
the space from walls to ceiling, 
creating the illusion of height. * If you're not brave enough to 
paint your walls in a bold colour, 
why not try a standout piece of 
furniture instead, such as a dining 
table, island unit or a bookcase? * Choose a colour with warmer 
tones for a north-facing room, 
where the light is colder, whereas 
south-facing rooms are idea l for 
darker, richer shades. 

50 I JUNE 2023 

'I FIND PilITEREST INSPIRING WHEN I HAVE 
AN IDEA IN MY HEAD AlrD WAlIT TO SEE IF ANYO?:E 

ELSE HAS DOlIE IT AND WHAT IT LOOKED LIKE' 

» love antiques and v intage finds and in 
my opinion, you can't beat the character 
and charm of something old. I like to mix 
in the old with a bit of modern. so I th ink 
my style is a combination of traditional 
meets modern vintage with a shed-load 
of colour thrown in! Not only will buying 
secondhand save you money, but it's 
better for the environment and things 
were o ften made much better "back in 
the day", so you won't compromise on 
qual ity. I started to do a weekly car-boot 
story on my lnstagram page before 
w inter came because I was there every 

weekend withou t fail. I'm obsessed! 
There's a lot left to do, and so much 
snagging to f ix which definitely gives me 
a twitchy eye whenever I see it. but for the 
budget we had I can't complain and I'm 
pleased with how t he house has turned 
out and what we've achieved so far.' 

Find more clever ideas 
to style up your home by 
going to olnterest.com/ 
styleathomemag 
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PASTEL SCHEME 

'Our bed is a birch bed from 
Ikea and I was shocked by 
how good the quality was. 

The walls are painted in 
Dulux's Bright Skies, while 

the door colour is matched 
to Farrow & Ball's Arsenic' 

'I had the wardrd69 
built to fit an alcove 
in the bedroom and 
asked for curved door 
inserts for · teresr 

PERIOD TERRACE 

Where to buy Temi's style 
Jt; THE EDITION 94 A treasure trove 
boutique filled with beautiful pieces 
from makers and artisans, along 
with vintage homeware. 

Jt; HOMEPLACE An eclectic mix of 
vintage, mid-century, retro and 
contemporary furniture, lighting, 
accessories and homeware. 

Jt HUTCH COMMUNITY An online 
community, full of inspiration. You can 

buy, sell and browse secondhand 
interiors and furniture. 

Jt; MAYFLY VINTAGE Find original 
vintage furniture, lighting and 
homeware, with everything from 
industrial to French style. 

Jt; ETSY An online marketplace where 
you can purchase unique items from 
across the globe, with a focus on 
handmade or vintage pieces. 
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